The Story of British Diplomacy
On or about 2ist July, there called at the Foreign Office a mysterious stranger desiring to see the Secretary of State on a confidential matter of urgent importance. This visitor was almost certainly an English spy named Mackenzie, who said that, concealed behind a curtain on the raft, he had caught occasional glimpses of the animated and cordial manner of the two emperors to each other, and had overheard clearly all their conversation, Mackenzie has been, thought by some to be a myth. The Denmark documents of the Foreign Office contain reasons for regarding him as a reality. It does not, of course, necessarily follow that Mackenzie's tale was all of it first-hand. Some scraps may, as the eavesdropper said, actually have reached his lurking-place. The rumours, of which at the time the air was full, may easily have enabled him to eke them out and to give them a plausible appearance. But in well-informed quarters at the time the agency through which the Tilsit secret reached the Foreign Office was believed to be that of Count d'Antraigues, an ardent French royalist who took an active part in the restoration of Louis XVIII, Canning himself may have had direct communications from the regent of Portugal He was also in the habit of supplementing letters from ambassadors, as well as from private friends, with a very careful study of the Paris newspapers. Canning, however, spoke of his informant as an exalted personage whose name it was impossible for him to reveal Was this only Canning's full-dress Foreign Office manner of affecting a grand indignation at the suggestion by some of his opponents that the man behind the curtain, so far from being some highly placed, curiously com-
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